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The Cost of Discipleship 



Salvation is free, but discipleship 
will cost you your life. 

 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



Afghanistan 
North Korea 
Somalia 
Libya 
Yemen 
Eritrea 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Iran 
India 
 
 
“Any North Korean caught following Jesus is at immediate 
risk of imprisonment, brutal torture and death.” 



2 Samuel 24:24 And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will 
surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings 
unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing. So 
David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver.  
 
If your discipleship comes at no cost, what worth is it to you or 
God? 



Mark 1:16-20 Now as He walked by the sea of Galilee, He saw 
Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they 
were fishers. And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after Me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men. And straightway they 
forsook their nets, and followed Him. And when He had gone a 
little further thence, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother, who also were in the ship mending their nets. And 
straightway He called them: and they left their father Zebedee in 
the ship with the hired servants, and went after Him.  



Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
commanded you. Behold, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age. Amen. 



Are all Christians disciples? 
 
Can you be a Christian and not be a disciple? 



Luke 14:26-33 If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And 
whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be 
My disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth 
not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to 
finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not 
able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This 
man began to build, and was not able to finish. Or what king, going 
to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and 
consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that 
cometh against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other 
is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth 
conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My disciple.  



Mark 8:31-38 And He began to teach them, that the Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief 
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. And 
He spake that saying openly. And Peter took Him, and began to rebuke 
Him. But when He had turned about and looked on His disciples, He 
rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind Me, Satan: for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men. And when 
He had called the people unto Him with His disciples also, He said unto 
them, Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it; but whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and the gospel's, the 
same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul? Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me 
and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also 
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of His 
Father with the holy angels.  





Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me and of My words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of 
man be ashamed 
 
Sexuality 
Marriage is between man and woman 
Gender 
Abortion 
Exclusivity of Christianity 
 
Do we shout His words from the rooftops? 



Luke 9:23-26 And He said to them all, If any man will come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever 
will lose his life for My sake, the same shall save it. For what is a 
man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or 
be cast away? For whosoever shall be ashamed of Me and of My 
words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He shall 
come in His own glory, and in His Father's, and of the holy angels. 



Deny Yourself 



1 Peter 4:1-4 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in 
the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he 
that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no 
longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of 
men, but to the will of God. For the time past of our life may 
suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we 
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 
banquetings, and abominable idolatries: Wherein they think it 
strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, 
speaking evil of you:  



1 Peter 2:11-12 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 
Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, 
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your 
good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.  
 
John 7:7 The world cannot hate you; but Me it hateth, because I 
testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. 



Philippians 3:4-14 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any 
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 
Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, 
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the Law, 
blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for Whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in 
Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the Law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I 
may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being made conformable unto His death; If by any means I might 
attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Not as though I had already 
attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I 
count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.  



Bear The Cross 



 
To voluntarily and decisively accept the pain, shame, and persecution that is 
going to be one's particular -note: his, not someone else's- lot because of his 
loyalty to Christ and his cause  
 
– William Hendriksen 
 
To cheerfully receive, and patiently bear, every affliction and evil, however 
shameful and painful it may be, which is appointed for him, and he is called 
unto; which is his peculiar cross, as every Christian has his own; to which he 
should quietly submit, and carry, with an entire resignation to the will of God, 
in imitation of his Lord  
 
- John Gill 



1 Corinthians 4:9-13 For I think that God hath set forth us the 
apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a 
spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are 
fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but 
ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto 
this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and 
are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; And labour, 
working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being 
persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are 
made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all 
things unto this day.  



1 Peter 4:1-4 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in 
the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he 
that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no 
longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of 
men, but to the will of God. For the time past of our life may 
suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we 
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 
banquetings, and abominable idolatries: Wherein they think it 
strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, 
speaking evil of you:  



Matthew 5:10-12 Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were before you.  



2 Timothy 3:10-14 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner 
of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, persecutions, 
afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; 
what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered 
me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived. But continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them;  



Acts 14:22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting 
them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.  
 
1 Thessalonians 3:3 That no man should be moved by these 
afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.  



Luke 9:23 And He said to them all, If any man will come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.  



Follow Me 



2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and for 
ever. Amen.  



• Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means losing some of your 
closest friends? 
• Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means alienation from your family? 
• Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means the loss of your reputation? 
• Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means losing your job? 
• Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means losing your life? 
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